Notes from Brian Estrada’s Visit
4-16-07

Some advice:


1.  Don’t sell yourselves short or think that you are incapable of getting into a good college.


2.  Everyone should have the means to pay for the college experience.


3.  School can buy your name, and that’s how you begin receiving notices and information 



from colleges in which you never expressed an interest.


4. 
Vanderbilt information: Brian is an advocate/contact person for students from the Houston 



area. His contact info is brian.estrada@vanderbilt.edu

5. 
Vanderbilt offers merit-based scholarships up to the full cost of tuiton; financial aid policies 



can take care of room and board.


6.
Vanderbilt has a need-blind admissions policy. In other words, Vanderbilt considers students 


for admission, independent of their ability to pay.


7.
Apply for financial aid by filling out FAFSA form; private schools also request CSS file, 



known as a profile. The profile can be submitted earlier than the FAFSA which has a 



February deadline. Calculation of financial aid example:






Vanderbilt for one year = $47,000





EFC (family’s ability to pay) = $10,000






Financial aid package will be $37,000.






Average loan debt is $5,000 per year; the rest of the financial aid package is made up of 





grants (the greater percentage) and work-study (about $2000 per year)


8.
Write essays clearly and carefully. Make sure the essay is as requested: personal. The reader 



should have a sense of who you are and what you’re like. If you’re funny, it’s all right to use 


your sense of humor in the essay. If you’re not funny, the essay is not the time to try to be 



funny!


9.
Give writers of letters of rec plenty of time to do your letters.

10.
Median score of SAT at Vanderbilt (*not* including the writing): 1360-1510. If the GPA is 



much higher, your chances are even better.  Average GPA for admitted students is 3.7.

